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Meditation  
St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

Maundy Thursday – 21 Apr 11 

in nursing homes  

 

Dr Douglas Golding 

Reading:  John 20.1-10 
 

The beginning of the tragedy and triumph 
 
Lord of life, we praise you that you defeated death,  
to show that we can rise above all that binds us to the world -- 
pride, envy, anger, fear and our own mistakes. 
 

Lord of life, we pray for all who bring your word of life as a light to  
            those in  darkness 
For those who bring your word of peace to those enslaved by fear; 
For those who bring your word of love to those in need of comfort. 
Lord of love and Lord of peace;  Lord of resurrection life. 
Be known in our lives, through the power of the risen Lord.  Amen 

 
Beginning tonight, Christians all over the world will celebrate the tragedy and the triumph of 
Easter.  We remember a man who was good above all other, who was also God’s only Son, born of 
the Spirit and the Virgin Mary.  A man who was born to redeem all men and women from the 
power of evil.   A man who suffered a cruel death, but was raised up, to show that death is not the 
end of life, for those who believe in God and live in the way God wants us to live. 
 
The Bible has four accounts of Jesus’ death and resurrection, in the four gospels.  This year, the 
Church’s Bible readings in the weeks leading up to Easter are from the Gospel of John.  This was 
the last gospel to be written and the author wants to tell us about some of the important things the 
followers of Jesus remembered about him which were not in the other gospels.   
 
So today we learn about how three of Jesus’ first disciples discovered that he had risen from the 
dead.  Peter and John and Mary Magdalene.  Mary runs ahead and reaches the tomb first.  This 
gives the two men a bit of hurry-up and they start running to catch up.  They find that the tomb is 
empty and the grave clothes are wrapped up in two little piles. The men did not understand, some 
men are a bit slow to catch on to things that are really important;  they just shook their heads and 
went home.   

But the story continues beyond the point where today’s reading ends.  Mary stayed on. First she saw 
two angels in the tomb, where the body of Jesus had been.  Then she looked around and saw Jesus 
himself, and spoke to him.  Mary was the first of all the disciples to see her risen Lord. 
 
My wife and I have been to Jerusalem and seen rich men’s tombs from the time of Jesus.  They 
were cut into solid rock, with a shelf cut into the wall on one side for the body, and a great stone 
rolled over the entrance to keep people out.  They were often in rocky, hilly places which you could 
not build on and where you could not grow any crops.  Jesus’ own tomb was in an old quarry – 
when you visit the church which covers what is left of it, you can look through holes in the wall and 
see the marks that the workmen left when they cut out the rock to build houses and shops and public 
buildings. 
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The tombs are often hard to get to; they are always out of town, there are only rough tracks along 
the stony ground between piles of loose rocks.  Yet these three disciples were so keen to make sure 
Jesus’ body was OK that they went out early in the morning while it was still dark—they could 
easily have tripped over and hurt themselves, they could easily have met bandits who hid in these 
dark places and attacked people who came by and tried to break into the tombs to see if anything 
valuable had been left in them.  The disciples risked injury, even death, but they just had to see 
Jesus again.  Mary did see Jesus, but Peter and John missed out, because they gave up and went 
home. 
 
And this is the point of the story – the more time we spend with God, the richer our experience of 
God’s love;  the more we keep looking for Jesus, the more we find him;  the more we live in the 
Spirit, the more we live in peace, in spite of any pain and any regrets for what might have been.  
Mary persisted in faith, and met Jesus face to face.   So can we – in our present life and in the life to 
come.   Praise be to God. 

 
╬ 

_____________________________ 


